
144 | Chapter 5

of UXO s/he identifies it and its fuzing system, possible booby traps, and then 
decides whether it is safe to handle. UXO is normally destroyed in situ. If that is not 
possible for safety reasons, or for environmental or infrastructure considerations, 
render safe procedures (RSPs) are applied to neutralise 6 or disarm 7 the item prior 
to moving it to another location for final disposal.

Underwater EOD operations

A number of States are affected by old naval mines, dumped ammunition and 
other ERW in harbours, territorial waters or inland waterways and lakes. A request 
has been proposed to develop an international standard and guide to best 
practices in underwater EOD operations. This process is now ongoing and once 
completed, it should contribute to the safety, quality and cost effectiveness of 
underwater surveys and clearance.

In addition to the humanitarian dimension, underwater munitions present a 
security risk and may be an impediment to development of infrastructure 
and economic growth. With exposure to water for prolonged periods, 
ammunition and ERW degrade and may become unstable. In time they release 
toxic substances, presenting a hazard to local livelihoods and infrastructure. 
Ammunition lying at shallow depths may also end up being used in Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs).

As standards 8 and guidelines 9 already exist for military and commercial diving 
involving EOD, the forthcoming international underwater EOD standard will be 
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a normative reference and a central repository of guidelines for underwater EOD 
operations. There is potential to improve the effectiveness and cost-efficiency 
of the sector by mainstreaming mine action concepts and lessons learnt into 
underwater EOD operations.

LEGAL ASPECTS OF LAND RELEASE

Handover

The legal aspect of land release that is most familiar to operators and MACs arises 
when survey or clearance work is complete and land is ready to be handed over 
to its owners and/or users. A handover or completion certificate is usually used 
to bring as much clarity as possible to this important transaction. The certificate 
normally includes:

• Location, name and any other identifying details of the site.

• Details of the organisation that has carried out the land release work.

• A general description of what work has been done (survey, clearance, 
BAC etc.) and whether land has been released through cancellation, 
reduction, clearance or a combination.

• A statement explaining the condition of the land (including any depth or 
device type limitations associated with the task definition) and setting out 
any limits to the assurances provided by the land release operator.

• Name and dated signature of the authorised representative of the land 
release operator.

• A statement of what external QA and QC functions have been applied at the 
site, with an explanation of any assurances provided by the external QA/QC 
agency.

• Name and dated signature of the authorised representative of the quality 
assurance/control agency.

• Name and dated signature of the individual authorised to accept the released 
land on behalf of the government or other land owner.

Clear handover procedures and documentation are critical to confident and 
efficient release of land, and often play an important role in the contractual process 
associated with payment for work. Handover is an important threshold in the 
transfer of responsibility (and liability) for land between operator and owner and 
is often referenced in paperwork relating to an operator’s insurance.


