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I am not an expert in Vietnam in general, and have little to coment on the
country's overall prospects in the short-term (perhaps difficult due to
gl obal uncertainties) or long-term (probably good as Vietnam is located in
one of the nobst dynamic regions in the world and has a disciplined and
dynam ¢ society).

More specific to what | have been working on, | see real hope that Vietnam
will nove nore decisively on overcoming its long-term |legacies of war -
contam nati on from expl osives and chenicals, plus the people who are disabl ed
fromthis contamnation. As well, | look to Vietnamtaking a |eading role in
the international discussions on how countries can recover from conflicts,
which increasingly is recognised as one of the nost inportant devel opment
i ssues in the world today.

I"ve only worked on nmine action issues in Vietnam mainly since 2009. 1’ve
been very inpressed, particularly by how seriously CGovernnent officials and
the Mnistry of Defense approach the issue of how to deal wth unexpl oded
bonbs. Many other countries | work in expect donor countries to pay for the
clean-up of I|andmnes and bonbs, and sonme countries are even happy for
international experts to plan and nanage their nmine action prograns. In
Vietnamit's entirely different: officials start with the understanding that
it is their country and they are responsible for determ ning what needs to be
done and how to achieve it. | think there’s a growi ng awareness that Vietnam
can benefit from new approaches and techni ques devel oped in other mne action
programs, but it’s also clear the sense of national ownership remains. M ne
action officials here are interested in hearing about options — new equi prnent

or techniques and so on — but it is they who will decide what to adopt and
how. That's a | esson other countries should learn from Vietnam and one of ny
hopes is that Vietnam will be nore active in the international dialogue on

m ne action and, nore generally, how countries can overcone the |egacies of
war .

20 Ha Héi Tel: (84-4) 3733 9444

Quén Hoan Kiém Fax: (84-4) 3733 9445

Ha Nbi vvalvietnam@ic-vvaf.org
Viét Nam www.veteransforamerica.org

www.theinticenter.org



