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C’est toujours un plaisir pour moi, d’étre appelé a participer a
I'ouverture des Rencontres de Caux. Cette année je suis
particulierement intéressé a le faire, car le theme TRANSFORMEZ
VOUS - CHANGEZ LE MONDE correspond parfaitement a la
traditionnelle mission du Réarmement Moral que Initiatives et
Changement a repris depuis la modification de nom il y a dix ans. Du
reste la dénomination actuelle de notre Mouvement nous appelle a
prendre les initiatives nécessaires pour changer tout ce qui ne va pas
dans notre société comme la peur, la haine, 'avidité et
I'indifférence, qui sont a I'origine d’injustice, pauvreté,
destruction de I'’environnement et conflit.

Les hommes peuvent cependant étre a l'origine du changement qu'’ils
souhaitent. Il est vrai, chaque individu a une contribution unique a
donner pour s’associer a I'édification d’'un monde juste, pacifique et
durable. Mais a tout cela il y a une condition : pour adresser les
problemes de notre société il est nécessaire de faire précéder 'effort
pour le changement global, par le changement personnel.

Un examen de conscience honnéte destiné a comprendre la
motivation et le comportement personnel est généralement le début
de la transformation personnelle. Nous nous apercevons que entre

idéaux et égoismes il y a un fossé a combler.



Ce Mountain House, une maison de tradition, avec son histoire
mouvementée, située dans un coin des plus beaux de Suisse, qui a
accueilli des personnalités de premier plan et a été témoin depuis
110 ans des évenements les plus divers, doit nous aider a retrouver
cet Esprit de Caux, qui incite a un mode vie qui dépasse les partis,
les classes, les factions, les nations, bref une philosophie de vie
nouvelle qui nous incite en tout premier lieu a travailler a la
réconciliation, en commencant par nos propres relations
personnelles, avec le courage de savoir prendre des initiatives.
L’Esprit de Caux nous interpelle, car nous pouvons étre les acteurs
de la société civile, artisans d’'un monde rassemblé ou regne
durablement la sécurité pour tous, le partage, I'intégrité ; un
monde pacifique ou, indépendamment des différences d’origine, de
milieu, de croyance, la vie humaine - je le réitere - ala méme
valeur et tout étre humain a droit au respect de sa dignité.

On ne peut cesser de rappeler les valeurs humaines
fondamentales, qui doivent étre au centre de nos préoccupations.
Tout d’abord le respect, que je viens de rappeler : connaitre ses
propres valeurs et honorer celle des autres. Le respect est en effet la
reconnaissance de la valeur intrinseque de I'individu et de la

communauté.



En parallele aux valeurs comme liberté, honnéteté, humilité,
responsabilité, je voudrais souligner la tolérance, qui est la
condition pour un bon dialogue. Cette vertu comporte tout d’abord la
force de savoir écouter I'autre ; écouter pour tacher de comprendre,
car dans les raisons de I'autre il risque d’y avoir quelque chose de
juste, peut-étre méconnu jusqu’a ce jour. C’est ainsi que peut naitre
le dialogue avec respect mutuel. Et n’oublions pas que tolérance
est un acte de courage. Et nous pouvons avoir du succes si nous
trouvons la force spirituelle de demander I'appui du Toutpuissant.
Vous vous rappelez peut-étre la maxime hindou qui est the good man
makes no difference between friend and foe, brother and stranger : he
approaches everybody with impartiality. A real friend shows
compassion at any time .

* * *
The Caux Spirit is inspired by religions and cultural traditions that
offer across the world moral principles as guides for individual and
community living; you know our standards. HONESTY,
UNSELFISHNESS, LOVE AND PURITY. AND THESE MUST ALWAYS
BE PRESENT IN OUR MINDS. At the heart of the Caux Spirit is the
searching of inner guidance in silence. When people listen to what

is deepest in their hearts, insight often comes which leads in



unexpected directions. The practice of searching in silence gives
indeed access to a source of truth, renewal, inspiration and
empowerment.

Let me at this juncture interject that spiritual and human values
have in our world not always been given even consideration. Human
values should be maintained in the centre of our
preoccupations, recalling that politics also implies ethics.

It is therefor fundamental to emphasize that education has a
particular responsibility, as it will have to constantly insist on values,
as well as the constant need to scrutinize the credibility of mass
media’s information.

In this respect [ would like to say that in the present moment, where
events and political developments in several countries of the
Middle East and North Africa, show progress towards democracy in
certain nations, one has to note that this positive evolution is
overshadowed by setbacks with serious violations of human
rights, just there where civil society is advocating progress in the
path of democratisation.

We have in Initiatives of Change to state that resorting to violence

and heavy use of force against peaceful demonstrators, with outside



military and non military interference, has to be stopped: also
because this is very seriously exacerbating the situation.

We have in this case to condemn the violations of basic rules of
human rights by organized police and

Military forces.

One has also to recall the Responsibility to Protect, agreed 2005
by the UN Summit, which commits each individual Government to
protect its own population; if it is not the case the international
community has the responsibility to act. Consistency is required;
double standards have to be rejected.

Your Session, Dear Friends, will also be structured along the
important tool of training. It is indeed essential for Initiatives of
Change to contribute in the training of people willing to pass further
the message of reconciliation and peace. This implies a number of
specificities as good governance, sustainable lifestyle, conflict
resolution, mediation, leadership and the gender problems with
emphasis on the essential role of women in the path to peace.
By the way, I hope that we are all convinced that there can be no
peace without justice and forgiveness. Forgiveness is the opposite

of resentment and revenge, not of justice. The best form of revenge



will eventually be to forgive, which heals and rebuilds troubled
human relations from their foundations.

In his Message for the 1st of January 2002 Pope John Paul 11 said The
pillars of true peace are justice and that form of love which is
forgiveness.

Training seems to perfectly cope with the title of our Encounter
Transform yourself - transform the World; one could indeed
emphasize that training your mind means changing your brains. I
would go further and say that training of the mind is crucial to
achieving genuine happiness.

[ say it again: each of us has the potential for change, but we need to
train our minds. Finally I believe that basic human qualities can be
deliberately cultivated through mental training leading to a
significant reduction of anxiety and stress.

Let me conclude these opening remarks with an appeal to seriously
enhance the conscience of the defence of the family. The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that the family is the
natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State.

Let us not forget this in our Initiatives of Change Training !



Good luck and best wishes for a successful Caux Encounter inspired
by the Almighty,
Where KEY THEMES could be
e CONSCIENCE-BASED decion making in personal and public
life,
e LISTENING-BASED relationships, which enable
reconciliation and the building of trust, and finally
e COMPASSION-BASED RESPONSIBILITY, which expels

indifference and impels crative action !.

And this time I am really at the end !
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