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PROGRESS WITH LAND RELEASE IN TAJIKISTAN

The invitation from the Tajik Mine Action Centre (TMAC) for the GICHD Operations
team to visit Tajikistan was timely. tame just aftean EU funded regional workshop
took placei n t he capital, Dus hamrbeee Carnt Tmeall O0Msciha Ge.v
new I nternational Mine Action Standards for 0
(July 2009)had also been recently introduced.
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The GICHD had been requested to provide a workshop on technical survey for TMAC
and its two operators, and to review the new IMAS in the context of liability concerns
from the governmenfThe GICHD teanmalso gathered material for a future publication

on Technical Survey and a potential Technical Note on Mine Action (TNMA) to support
the Land Release IMAS. Tajikistan was selected as a good example, in part, due to the
success that TMAC and its operatorsvédndnad in canelling inaccuracies in their
database and releasing land through-Nlenhnical Survey approaches.
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The GICHD team: Asa Wessel, Faiz Paktian and Guy Rhodes with TMAC, MOD and FSD staff
in the field

PreviousGICHD involvement in gjikistan included advice on improvingrntechnical

survey procedures, IMSMA installation and training, and assistance on the drafting of
their O0Oextension requestodé under article 5 of
ergage with the GICHD again was attempt to better develtipe Technical Survey and
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Clearance approaches of TMAC and thus advance the Land Release agenda in Tajikistan
even further. The week long GICHD mission included an extended field trip to the
Afghan border with the military, TMAC staff and its principal opera#@D. It also
included meetings with the military, UNDP and the Organization for Security and Co
operation in Europe (OSCE)Rn important donor of mine action in the country. Informal
discussions also occurred with the US Ambassador.

Inspection of Ru ssian laid defensive minefields on the Tajik side of the Panj River i the
dividing line between Afghanistan from Tajikistan

A synopsis of findings and discussions:

e The mine problem in Tajikistan is more manageable than many coumtcasse of
the extent and accuracy of the records of ré@yeng activities by theSovietsalong
parts of the Tajik border with Afghanistan. The GICHD team felt that this called for a
review of existing National Standards for Technical Survey and Clearance asein som
settings the approach to clearance could be more deliberate, targeted and streamlined.
This was the topic of much of the workshop at the end of the GICHD mission.

e Liability concerns of TMAC may be addressed
standardsby the national authority The Committee for the Implementation of
Humanitarian Law, or by the introduction of a separate Land Release Policy
Document.

e« TMAC raised some problems in regard to their IMSMA databdke IMSMA team
in Genevasubsequentlyconfirmed that the issues could be readily addressed with
remote assistancehis is to be followed up aladdressed

e There is no doubt that the need for the much talked about Mechanical Mine
Clearance capacity remains. The Tajikistan programme could bepe8iderably
from such an addition and TMAC requested thatecxhanicalexpert from GICHD
visit the country to assist with planning of mechanical operations.

For further information please contact Guy Rhodes, Team Leader Land Release, at
g.rhodes@aqichd.org
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