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Foreword

The aim of this publication is to provide the mine action community, and those
supporting mine action, with a consolidated review and status summary of detection
technologies that could be applied to humanitarian demining operations. This Guidebook
is meant to provide information to a wide variety of readers. For those not familiar
with the spectrum of technologies being considered for the detection of landmines and
for area reduction, there is a brief overview of the principle of operation for each
technology as well as a summary listing of the strengths, limitations, and potential for
use of the technology to humanitarian demining. For those with an intermediate level
of understanding for detection technologies, there is information regarding some of
the more technical details of the system to give an expanded overview of the principles
involved and hardware development that has taken place. Where possible, technical
specifications for the systems are provided. For those requiring more information for a
particular system, relevant publications lists and contact information are also provided.

A significant feature of this Guidebook is the assignment of a technology readiness
level which is an assessment of how close the system is to actual deployment into
mine action operations. How this assessment is determined is explained in Chapter
One.
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