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Side Event 

To launch the  

FRAMEWORK OF ANALYSIS  

FOR ATROCITY CRIMES  

 

Palais des Nations 25 March 2015  

 

Statement by Cornelio Sommaruga 

 

 

 

Let me first congratulate the UN Secretary General 

for his strong forward and Adama Dieng for the 

excellent tool of prevention on Framework of Analysis 

for Atrocity Crimes, where the collective 

responsibility is evident.  

 

I say that first as former President of the ICRC, who 

has witnessed the atrocity crimes in the nineties of 

last Century in Rwanda and in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, namely in Srebrenica. I am very 

satisfied how clearly the provisions of International 
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Humanitarian Law are presented, particularly also 

the common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions of 

1949 and also the related articles of the Additional 

Protocols of 1977.   

 

I then welcome the document as former member of 

the ICISS, who actively participated in drafting the 

Report on The Responsibility to Protect namely the 

Chapter on The Responsibility to Prevent. While 

appreciating the three pillar construction of the UN 

SG, I regret that several precautionary criteria spelled 

out in our 2001 Report, for the extreme and 

exceptional case, when resorting to military action 

have not been retained as such. I mean right 

intention, last resort, proportional means and 

reasonable prospects.  

 

Furthermore as Honorary Chair of Initiatives of 

Change International of Caux I notice the reference 

of risk factors related to religious events or real or 

perceived religious intolerance or disrespect. Let me 

just refer to our way of proceeding in the Caux 
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Organisation, that is spread all around the world and 

that can be considered as international network of 

many faith, but also open to people of no religious 

background. After me, Christian, as founder of the 

international association, we had an Hindu and now a 

Muslim as Chair; and also our Chief executive is 

Muslim and our colleague responsible   for relations 

with International Geneva – that many of you may 

know – is a Christian member of the Focolari 

Movement.   

 

We encourage people to look inwards before going 

outwards, because engaging religious actors is not 

simply religious leaders but everyone for whom 

religion is an important aspect of life. Interreligious 

gatherings are not only happening in Caux, but also in 

many places in the world, as it is for example the case 

in India, in Lebanon, in Burundi and in Nigeria. In this 

respect let me mention the extraordinary work for 

religious peace among Christians and Muslims 

realized by an Imam and a Pastor that was fixed in a 

film, presented in many countries of the world, what 
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is now going on from Nigeria to Kenya and now to 

Chad. Let me also underline the work of women in 

circles for peace (ateliers de paix) acting in different 

countries namely in Africa.  

 

All religions – you know it - are based on the golden 

rule: What you do not wish, that your neighbour does 

to you, do not do it yourself to him. Religion can 

indeed be used both to encourage peace or violence, 

but it is not the Religion itself but peoples that 

commit violence and atrocities. Peoples must be the 

centre of any framework, they are the ones that 

eventually either commit the atrocities or work for 

peace. One must clearly state that the best revenge is 

forgiveness. Yes I insist the best revenge is 

forgiveness. 

 

 

It is in this respect important to underline the 

statements of Pope Francis and his predecessor 

Benedict XVI on the freedom of religion. I also recall 

the strength of the words of Chiara Lubich, the 
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founder of the Focolari Movement on fraternity and 

interreligious dialogue pronounced in the Cathedral 

St. Pierre in Geneva and in Caux.  

 

Finally as a promoter of the Spiritual Appeal of 

Geneva I should stress that the motivation of 

Religious Leaders in combating extremism and 

atrocities begins with public appeals with strong 

words. This is what we did when negotiating the text, 

addressing ourselves not only to political but also 

religious leaders, with the participation of all 

religions and denominations, not only monotheist, 

present in Geneva – and I can assure you that there 

are many here -. The international “Civil Society” was 

represented by both UN High Commissioners for 

Human Rights and Refugees, as well as by myself as 

President of the ICRC.   

 

Before concluding in reading out the text of the 

Spiritual Appeal of Geneva, let me make a reference 

on the strong power of Arts in promoting peace. I 

take the example of Hans Erni – the Swiss painter 
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that died last Saturday at the age of 106 - , UN Peace 

Medal,  who created fife years ago the extraordinary 

fresco/mosaic besides the main entrance of the 

Palais from the Place des Nations. A great artistic 

creation that pushes on reflection on cooperation for 

peace. 

 

And here the 
  GENEVA SPIRITUAL APPEAL 

 
Because our personal convictions or the religions to 

which we owe allegiance have in common a respect 

for the integrity of humankind,  

 

Because our personal convictions or the religions to 

which we owe allegiance have in common a rejection 

of hatred and violence,  

 

Because our personal convictions or the religions to 

which we owe allegiance have in common the hope 

for a better and more just world, 
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 Representing religious communities and civil 

society,  we appeal to the leaders of this world, 

whatever their field of influence, to strictly adhere to 

the following three principles : 

 

 A refusal to invoke a religious or spiritual 

power to justify violence of any kind, 

 

 A refusal to invoke a religious or spiritual 

source to justify discrimination and exclusion, 

 

 A refusal to exploit or dominate others by 

means of strength, intellectual capacity or 

spiritual persuasion, wealth or social status. 

 

Done in St. Peter’s Cathedral in Geneva,  October 24th 

1999. 

 

   * * * * * * 

        


