
ScheduleU ReportWatch Live
text only versionBreaking NewsLive Report

Home News Programs Documentaries US DESK فارسی

Monday Apr 16, 2012 05:46 PM GMT Egypt arm

Email PrintHome > Video Reportages

Somalis living with a heritage of 
landmines

Landmines, improvised explosives devices (IEDs) and
other remnants of war continue to claim lives in lawless
Somalia following more than two decades of civil strife
that has made Somalia one of the few countries in the
world generating the highest number of displaced 
persons. 
 
 
United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) that has
uncovered a number of mines in Somalia has not yet issued 
an exact figure on the number of people killed in improvised
explosive explosions in Somalia.  
 
The Transitional Federal Government accuses al-Shabaab 
fighters who recently vacated Mogadishu of planting
landmines in areas controlled by Somali forces thus causing 
insecurity.  
 
The devices have in the past few months claimed the lives of
many people with 12 people dying last week in Baidoa town 
of South Central Somalia after a landmine exploded inside a
busy market.  
 
The Danish Demining Group and United Nations Mine Action 
Service have jointly undertaken emergency risk education
and explosive ordnance disposal in TFG controlled districts of
Mogadishu.  
 
Somali security agencies however want the mine agencies to
lay more emphasis on civilian education so as to prevent any 
further landmine related cases in Mogadishu.  
 
A March 2007 evaluation by the Geneva International Centre 
for Humanitarian Demining concluded that explosive devices
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What do you think the UN sending of 
military monitors to Syria will 
accomplish?

1) It will help restore peace and security 
to crisis-hit areas in Syria.
2) It will create a window for military 
intervention by the US and its Arab allies.
3) It will not have any particular impact on 
the situation on the ground in Syria.
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Abdulaziz Billow Ali, Press TV,
Mogadishu

A number of mines have 
been uncovered by UN in 
Somalia. 

The landmines left from 
decades-long civil war 
continue to claim lives, 
with over a dozen people 
being killed in recent 
days. 
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were “very widespread” across Somalia and, in most of the 
country, “constitute a greater threat than do minefield and in 
March 2011, the UN restated its belief that explosives 
remnants of war contamination was a larger problem than 
mine contamination.  
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