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PRESS ADVISORY 
immediate release – no restrictions 
 
20 years after the signing of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, 
mines still remain an unsolved problem 
 

 
Today, anti-personnel mines kill and maim more people than in previous years. Recent conflicts have led to 
renewed use of anti-personnel mines, and as a consequence to a significant increase in new victims after their 
number had been declining for several years. 20 years after the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention has been 
signed, the fight against landmines therefore remains more current and urgent than ever. 
 
Increased victim numbers 
After almost two decades of steady decline, the number of victims has risen due to the increased use of anti-
personnel mines in ongoing conflicts in countries such as Syria, Iraq and Yemen. Currently, there are over 20 
landmine casualties a day - a tragedy not only for the individual victims, but also for their families and entire 
communities. Of all mine victims, 80% are civilians, of which almost 40% are children. Still today, over 60 
countries are contaminated by anti-personnel mines.* 
 
New large-scale contamination in the Middle East 
Currently, wide stretches of land, entire villages and neighborhoods are mined. While cities are freed, mines are 
intentionally left behind, causing unacceptable harm to civilians.  The most recent example is the Syrian city of 
Raqqa, liberated in October this year. Not only do mines massively hinder the safe movement and return of 
displaced people, but they also paralyse access to much needed humanitarian and reconstruction aid. All of this 
fuels and further accentuates refugee movements. 
 
Public exhibition in Geneva 
Twenty years ago, on 3-4 December 1997, the movement to ban landmines brought about the signing of the 
Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, also known as “Ottawa Convention”, which has become a reference in 
humanitarian disarmament. To commemorate this landmark treaty’s efforts to eradicate landmines and the 
suffering caused by these weapons, the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) and 
Handicap International Switzerland are jointly organizing a public exhibition in Geneva together with the 
Convention’s Implementation Support Unit.  
 
This exhibition highlights the history of this scourge and the process that, 20 years ago, brought States and civil 
society together in an unprecedented manner to ban these weapons. It also highlights the role of mine action 
and Geneva in this particular area, successes achieved and remaining challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Nov. 27 on, the exhibition can also be seen online under: www.togetheragainstmines.org 
 
 
 
*Source: Landmine Monitor  

 

The exhibit will take place: 
November 27 to December 3: Rond-Point de Plainpalais 

December 4 to 11: Place des Nations 
 

 
Official opening 

December 4, 13:00  
Place des Nations, Geneva 

 
 

http://www.gichd.org/
http://www.handicap-international.ch/
https://www.apminebanconvention.org/implementation-support-unit/overview/
http://www.togetheragainstmines.org/


                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact 
 
Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) 
Andrea von Siebenthal, Communication Manager  
T: +41 (0)22 730 93 38 | M: +41 (0)79 693 43 23  
a.vonsiebenthal@gichd.org | www.gichd.org 
 
Handicap International Suisse  
Nadia Ben Said, media relations  
T: +41 (0)22 710 93 36 l M : +41 (0)76 321 48 11  
nbensaid@handicap-international.ch l www.handicap-international.ch 
 
 
 
 

 
About the Convention  
 
The Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention is the landmark disarmament and humanitarian instrument of 
international law that prohibits the use, production, stockpiling, and transfer of anti-personnel mines and ensures 
their destruction.  
The Convention was signed on 3-4 December 1997 and entered into force on 1 March 1999. It was the result of the 
“Ottawa-Process”, a treaty negotiation process characterized by an unprecedented partnership between a group of 
States, NGOs and the United Nations. To date, 162 states, representing 80% of the world's States have adhered to 
the Convention.  
www.apminebanconvention.org 
 
About Handicap International  
 
In 1992, in response to an unprecedented increase in the number of deaths and maimed by anti-personnel mines, 
a group of six non-governmental organizations, including Handicap International, created the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) in response to the unprecedented increase in the number of deaths and 
mutilated persons. 
In 1997, Handicap International appealed to governments to sign a global ban on anti-personnel mines, placing a 
symbol in front of the United Nations in Geneva to symbolize the many victims of these weapons: Broken Chair. 
Handicap International has also played a central role in efforts to bring other civil society organizations together 
with like-minded states to conclude this historic treaty. In the same year, ICBL was rewarded for its determination 
to apply for this Convention by winning the Nobel Peace Prize. 
www.handicap-international.ch/ 
 
About the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) 
 
It was precisely during the signing of the treaty on 3-4 December 1997 that Switzerland announced that it would 
establish a centre to facilitate the work of the members of the Convention. Soon after, the GICHD was born. The 
GICHD is an international centre of expertise that acts as a reference to the world of mine action, working to 
reduce the impact of mines, cluster munitions and other explosive hazards, in close partnership with mine action 
organisations and other human security actors.   
The GICHD is also home to the Convention’s Secretariat (the Implementation Support Unit) which provides support 
to the Convention’s President, to the implementation machinery and to all countries seeking to implement the 
Convention and fulfill the promise made to landmine victims and achieve a mine-free world.  
www.gichd.org 
 
 

 

mailto:a.vonsiebenthal@gichd.org
http://www.gichd.org/
mailto:mbro@handicap-international.ch
http://www.handicap-international.ch/
http://www.apminebanconvention.org/
http://www.handicap-international.ch/
http://www.gichd.org/
http://www.gichd.org/

