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The GICHD's expertise is undergoing a fast-paced development and the
issues that we tackle have a broader and broader impact on society. For
instance, we are looking into the problem of anti-vehicle mines: although
these are a major humanitarian challenge, they are still not banned the
same way that anti-personnel mines are. We are also addressing issues like:
explosive remnants of war; the safety of conventional ammunition
stockpiles; underwater demining; and information management, including
remote-sensing technologies. Managing all these aspects requires a lot of
coordination work, and the quiet periods are therefore more than welcome to
do some thinking.

Yes. I will be in the mountains at the other end of Switzerland, in Lower
Engadin. Just like Geneva, this region is spread over borders (with Austria
and Italy). I love its remote and rural environment.

I take advantage of the multicultural aspects of Geneva when walking by the
lake or during the summer festivals. And on a hot summer day, there's
nothing I find more refreshing than taking a dip in the Rhone between the
Pont Sous-Terre and the Jonction!

I live near Cimetière des Rois in Plainpalais. Jean Calvin is actually one of my
neighbors: he was buried in this cemetery together with many remarkable
individuals, such as UN official Sergio Vieira de Mello from Brazil, or Grisélidis
Réal, the Geneva activist and writer. This cemetery is a quiet and mystic
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place, very interesting from a historical perspective.

Recently, I traveled to the south of Chile (there are mines there too) and
read In Patagonia, by Bruce Chatwin. This is a fantastic story by a great
author of travel literature who is also a passionate wanderer.

I love Colombian artist Juanes, who is well-known for his commitment
against anti-personnel mines and for his support to mine victims. I also
listen to Couleur3 in the morning: it allows me to keep up-to-date with
musical trends of the younger generation while making beautiful
discoveries! 
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