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(Thoi Dai) Considering his return to Vietnam to co-work in Bombs/mines clearance as a 
special offer, Mr. Guy Rhodes- chief coordinator from Geneva International Centre for 
Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) spends time talking about the coming task with Thoi 
Dai. 
You did work in Vietnam, but why did you leave and then return?  
I moved to Vietnam from Thailand over a decade ago. In Vietnam, I work in a project of 
VVAF (Vietnam Veterans of American foundation) to support military engineers in the survey 
of the impact of bombs/mines and the potential dangers caused by explosive material in 
Vietnam central provinces. This project is a significant mark bombs/mines clearance Action in 
Vietnam. 
At this time, an American NGO with 100% budget from American Affairs has made an effort 
to cooperate with Vietnam national d 
At this time, an American NGO with 100% budget from American Affairs has made an effort 
to cooperate with Vietnamese Ministry ofdefenseon issues related to bombs and minesbrought 
rather special scrutiny. It took a long time for this project to be approved and for the plans to be 
implemented as schedule. And I have 3 children in this time. Finally, this project comes to 
success with an extended scale as a national project which has been deploying. 
From Vietnam I moved onto Sri Lanka for four years before becoming Head of the Operations 
Section of the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) where I have 
now been in Geneva for three years. The GICHD is an international expert organization legally 
based in Switzerland as a non-profit foundation, works for the elimination of mines, explosive 
remnants of war and other explosive hazards, such as unsafe munitions stockpiles. The GICHD 
provides advice and capacity-builing support, undertakes applied research, disseminates 
knowledge and best practices and develops standards. In cooperation with its partners, the 
GICHD’s work enables national and local authorities in affected countries to effectively and 
efficiently plan, coordinate, implement, monitor and evaluate safe mine action programmes, as 
well as to implement the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions and other relevant instruments of International Law.A tripartite agreement with 
VVAF, GICHD and NPA in support of a project implemented by BOMICEN brings me back 
to Vietnam after 7 years away. It is a real privilege to become reacquainted with Vietnam and 
to see old faces again and to revive memories and taste buds from one of the most enjoyable 
and significant periods of my life 
How will GICHD assist mine demining program in Vietnam? 
Vietnam is not a typical country that the GICHD provides assistance to. Clearance of explosive 
remnants of war (ERW) has been undertaken for decades formally by the Ministry of Defense 
and informally by local communities. The expertise in the Vietnamese setting and knowledge 
of the contamination is thus already in Vietnam. While national capacity is considerable, 
Vietnam can benefit from assistance from international organizations bringing money and 
undertaking clearance of unexploded ordnance at a community level.It can benefit from advice 
on national policy and the appropriate inter-ministerial architecture for planning and managing 
a mine action program.Vietnam can also profit from being exposed to the international mine 



action community and sharing best practices and experience. The international community can 
also benefit from Vietnam’s wealth of knowledge in mine clearance. The GICHD and VVAF 
play a significant role in such support 

4, Your memorable moments with Vietnam? 
I will never forget the four years I spent in Hanoi sitting on side of bustling streets at six in the 
morning, tucking into a bowl of Pho Bo and watching the world go by. These memories are 
ingrained in my heart with my colleague in and out of office. I was cherishing every minute of it. 
On a personal level I can never forget Vietnam, it’s impossible- I have Vietnamese birth 
certificates for three of my four children from the Hanoi French Hospital and raised a young 
family in the capital. Max now 10 years old, Luke 9 and Abi 8 frequently talk of returning to 
Vietnam one day. 

Thank you so much! 


