
Guy Rhodes and His Work for Peace 
 

Among foreign experts supporting mine action work in Vietnam, Guy Rhodes, Head of Operations 
Consulting of Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD), is a special one 
not only because of his contributions to building a peaceful Vietnam but also his special feelings for 
our country. 

 

 

Guy Rhodes (on the right) together with Vietnamese 
partners besides a large bomb found in Thanh Hoa 
Province.  
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 Guy Rhodes started his career in Vietnam in 2001 as Chief Technical Advisor for a joint project 
between Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (now known as IC-VVAF) and Vietnam Ministry 
of Defense. The Vietnam UXO and Landmine Impact Assessment & Rapid Technical Response 
Project marked a milestone for mine action in Vietnam. It was not only the first collaboration 



between Vietnam and an American NGO in mine action sector, but also served as the launching pad 
for a national project now underway.  

  

Guy Rhodes spent four consecutive years in Vietnam, beginning in 2001. He got married to a fellow 
expat working for an INGO and had 3 children born in Hanoi. Over time, the two became closer and 
adapted to life in Vietnam. They often travelled together by motorbike along Hanoi’s bustling 
streets, stopping for a bowl of morning Pho bo or to sit on the sidewalk with a glass of ice tea.  

 

His former assistant at VVAF, Ms. Nguyen Thu Ha, shared that “her boss” was very quick to 
integrate and adapt to Vietnamese culture. Thus, although he often “wandered” around Vietnam to 
conduct fieldwork, neither the diet nor daily routine was ever a problem. He simply loved the 
Vietnamese way of life.   

 

After 2004, Guy moved to Sri Lanka to work as an expert in mine action. He was then assigned to be 
the Head of Operations Consulting of GICHD. But a tripartite agreement between GICHD, IC-
VVAF and Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), in support of a project implemented by the Technology 
Centre for Bomb and Mine Disposal (BOMICEN)/Engineering Command, brought him back to 
Vietnam. “For me, it was a “privilege” to become re-acquainted with Vietnam and to see so many 
old faces again.” Since then, Guy has visited Vietnam on an annual basis to work with BOMICEN 
and IC-VVAF on a pilot initiative to implement new survey methodologies that enhance the 
efficiency of mine action operations.  

 

Guy feels working in a professional environment like Vietnam has been both exciting and 
rewarding and has also taught him many lessons that he can apply in his current job. Such 
lessons have come through the sharing and mutual experience of international and national 
experts as they have collaborated jointly to develop solutions. He knows that the clearance of 
explosive remnants of war has been undertaken for decades formally by the Ministry of 
Defense and informally by local communities. Thus, substantial experience, knowledge and 
expertise in mine action already lie here in Vietnam. 

 
While working in mine action here in Vietnam, Guy realized that it was different in so many 
ways from working in some of GICHD other partner countries. While the nature of the 
contamination and mitigation measures is complex and challenging in other regions, it is even 
more daunting in Vietnam. Whereas in some countries contamination can be fairly well 
delineated, the nature of UXO contamination in Vietnam is difficult to map because it is so 
widespread and not confined to discrete geographical areas, as is typically the case elsewhere. 
As such there are no standard surveys or clearance approaches that exist that can be applied 
across the whole country within a realistic timeframe or budget. Therefore, the knowledge and 
expertise gleaned from Vietnam has been tremendously valuable.  

 

An important element of GICHD’s assistance in Vietnam has been to share mine action 
experience and build capacity for local practitioners, which Guy hopes will one day allow them 



to work out of a job. Guy admits that while no easy task, he’s very satisfied with the progress 
so far. “There is no program that I have worked on where I have felt as confident handing over 
responsibility to a local team as I do in Vietnam”, Guy says.  

Although Guy does not work in Vietnam as regularly as before, he will always have fond 
memories of his capable and dedicated colleagues. Last year, to celebrate his return to Vietnam 
after many years, IC-VVAF bought Guy a small cake and asked him to blow out the candles, 
even though it wasn’t even his birthday–something which surprised and touched him. Guy 
says, “Although my current work in Geneva takes me to many countries across different 
continents, I will always hold Vietnam close to my heart.” 

 

“The challenge for Vietnam is to identify priorities - and to ensure 
that there is an appropriate balance between those having a
humanitarian and community focus, with priorities that only address 
infrastructure and commercial interests. Survey and clearance plans
should be integrated with commune, provincial and national
development plans. In parallel to maintaining a responsive national
capacity to rapidly react to reports of ERW after they are discovered, 
Vietnam should continue to explore new methodologies and
approaches to survey and clearance...” 

-Guy Rhodes-

 


