
 

 

THE GICHD AT MONTREUX ! 

 

On Thursday Oct 21st, a workshop on “Humanitarian Disarmament in French-speaking Africa” 

took place alongside the 13th Francophone Summit at the Grand Hôtel Suisse Majestic in 

Montreux. It was jointly organised by the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian 

Demining (GICHD), the Geneva Call and the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and 

Development. 

Dr Cornélio Sommaruga, former ICRC President and GICHD honorary President, gave the 

welcoming address, and following this, Mr Peter Maurer, State Secretary of the Swiss Foreign 

Affairs Federal Department was introduced to the seminar of about 50 people. He gave a brief 

presentation on Humanitarian Disarmament, particularly in regard to French-speaking Africa, 

and on the role that Switzerland plays, as a francophone actor.  He referred in particular to the 

2006 “Saint Boniface Declaration” by the “Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie” 

(OIF). 

The GICHD was represented by its Director, Ambassador Stephan Husy, who explained the role 

of demining in Humanitarian Disarmament. Ambassador Husy presented the role and mission of 

the GICHD in regard to humanitarian demining.  He placed emphasis on the importance of the 

francophone programme, which works directly with several French-speaking African countries’ 

Mine Action Centres.  

He was then followed by Colonel Norbert Badet, who is the director of the GICHD’s biggest 

African partner, the “Centre de Perfectionnement aux Actions post-conflictuelles de Déminage 

et de Dépollution du Bénin” (CPADD), a regional training centre on humanitarian demining.  

Colonel Badet spoke about the work of the CPADD, and underlined the Centre’s pioneering role 

in regard to education on mine action in French-speaking Africa. He also offered to share the 

Centre’s experience with Portuguese and English-speaking African countries that have been 

affected by anti-personnel mines.  The concepts of local ownership and capacity building by the 

African countries, encouraged by the international community and in particular the GICHD, 

were at the centre of all discussions. 

After questions from the public (made up mostly of media representatives, experts, diplomats 

and other official representatives), the workshop was brought to a close by Dr. Sommaruga. He 

concluded by explaining the relationship between Humanitarian Disarmament, Humanitarian 

Demining, and Development. 
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This exercise was a first for the GICHD on such an occasion as during an International Summit. It 

turned out to be a very inspiring initiative of the three Geneva-based centres, and it would be 

worth doing again in the future. 

 

 


