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Ladies and Gentleman, dear colleagues,  
 

Welcome to this year’s international meeting of mine action national programme directors 
and UN Advisers. I am well aware that this meeting is one of the most important gatherings of 
the sector, and we are very pleased to co-host it together with UNMAS, with which we are 
priviledged to entertain a long-standing and strong partnership. It is a particular pleasure for me 
to have this opportunity to meet you personally. I am looking forward to discussing, 
brainstorming and planning with you, but also – being new to the sector – learning from you.  
 

Even though mine action remains first and foremost a humanitarian challenge, the strong 
interlinkages between mine action and development have been recognised for some time 
already. It is crucial that we plan and carry out our interventions on the ground in a way that 
ensures a positive longer-term impact on the lives, livehoods and well-being of the beneficiaries, 
and that we are able to measure such impact.  

 
In this context, the principle of “do no harm” comes strongly into play. This principle 

relates to several aspects of our operations, including land rights, which should be clarified 
before undertaking clearance, but also environmental sustainability. When conducting demining 
on land or in water, we must be aware of and mitigate to the extent possible the potential 
negative impact of our operations on the ecosystem. 
  

The focus of this year’s meeting is on “Monitoring, Measurability, and Evaluation”, which 
is receiving ever more attention, and deservedly so. Several initiatives have emerged stressing 
the need to work for measurable results. A key element therefore is the capacity to gather and 
make best use of monitoring data so as for them really to benefit implementation. For this 
purpose, the GICHD runs a programme – named MINT – both developing and visually 
displaying indicators. 

 
In parallel, evaluation is essential for building on past experiences and informing the 

following programming cycle. Monitoring and Evaluation are therefore critical tools for 
continuously improving our planning and operations. We, as a sector, should strengthen our 
ability to better demonstrate to our beneficiaries, our donors and ourselves the results and the 
impact we achieve on a daily basis. It is a common effort, and the GICHD supports you in this 
important endeavour. We plan to organise another M&E training this year in collaboration with 
the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed 
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Forces, the Small Arms Survey and the International Program for Development Evaluation 
Training.  
 

The GICHD moved offices earlier this year and is now located in the Maison de la Paix, 
just on the other side of the railway. This move will allow us to engage even more closely and 
build synergies with actors involved in peace and security. This follows the general trend in mine 
action towards better integration into these broader agendas. I am convinced that, through its 
expertise acquired over the last decades, the mine action community has a lot to offer and, in 
return, can equally benefit from experiences made in closely related fields.  
 

The move to the Maison de la Paix coincides for the GICHD with two other major events. 
Today, we launched our new website, which you will find more user-friendly and interactive. 
Also, we published a new edition of one of our flagship publication: the Guide to Mine Action. 
The new Guide is easier to read and approaches mine action in a more integrated manner. 
Given its descriptive and analytical parts, it is as relevant to diplomats as to practitioners on the 
ground with highly technical knowledge. I invite you to have a look at both of them. 

 
Let me conclude by inviting you to the traditional GICHD reception tonight at 6 pm in the 

Attique. I hope to see you all there.  
 
I wish you fruitful discussions and a successful and impactful meeting.  
 


