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IEDs 

 The widespread use of IEDs threatens and impacts upon civil populations. IEDs are 

increasingly used by actors across all regions of the world. Easy access to Explosive 

Remnants of War (ERW) and unattended ammunition help these actors produce and use 

IEDs extensively.  

 Mine action actors are increasingly being called upon to address IEDs due to their 

experience in operating in complex environments and their expertise in managing and 

disposing explosive hazards. 

 Mitigating the impact of IEDs on civilian population entails marking, sharing information, 

providing risk education, and disposing in the case of victim operated IEDs which are no 

longer part of an active campaign.  

 The term Counter-IED (C-IED), for its part, involves a broader range of activities and is 

usually undertaken by military or police personnel - based on three pillars:  

1. Preparing the force  

2. Attacking the network 

3. Defeating the device   

 C-IED has to be distinguished from activities related to mitigating the impact of IEDs on 

civilian population.  

 When addressing IEDs, mine action actors need to take into account what it implies in 

terms of: 

o Staff security 

o Qualifications, procedures and equipment 

o Humanitarian principles   

 MA actors should not be involved in the broader range of C-IED activities but limit their 

role to mitigating the impact of victim operated IEDs.  

 MA actors should address IEDs in response to a clear humanitarian need, for example 

when civilian populations are at a significant risk, and within an appropriately defined 

humanitarian space. 

 MA actors should limit their involvement to situations where hostilities have ceased. 

 MA actors should tailor their approach by carrying out threat assessments on a case-by-

case basis. 

 MA actors should not operate outside the boundaries of their training and the limitations 

of their equipment. 

 The GICHD will undertake a study of current practices by MA organisations confronted 

with IEDs in order to bring further clarity to this complex issue.  

 


