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Introduction  

Mine action standards have been developed to improve safety, efficiency and 
effectiveness in mine action and to promote a common and consistent approach to the 
conduct of mine action operations. Mine action standards provide guidance, establish 
principles and, in some cases, define international requirements and specifications.  

On behalf of the United Nations, the GICHD develops, maintains and promotes the 
International Mine Action Standards (IMAS) and associated notes. Drafting, reviewing 
and revising the IMAS is managed and coordinated by the GICHD with the support of 
international, governmental and non-governmental organisations. The IMAS Review 
Board is the highest level at which technical input to IMAS is debated, agreed and 
forwarded to the United Nations for final endorsement. 

IMAS latest developments  

The GICHD has been asked to provide a briefing on the latest development of IMAS. 
Since 2015, a number of topics have been subject to discussion within the Review 
Board: 

Residual contamination 

 A complete review of the IMAS 07.10 on the management of demining operations 
is being undertaken with a view  to include key requirements for the management 
of residual contamination (MRC) 

 A Technical  Note will be developed to capture current best practice about MRC 
 

IEDs 
 

 A discussion on the issue of IEDs took place in February 2016 within the Review 
Board. It was decided to continue the discussion in order to clarify the role of 
mine action with regard to IED Disposal.  

Information management 

 The Review Board decided to update the IMAS 05.10 on information 
management. 

http://www.gichd.org/mine-action-topics/standards/international-standards/
http://www.mineactionstandards.org/about/review-board/
http://www.mineactionstandards.org/about/review-board/
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Environment 

 A review and revision of the IMAS 10.70 on the protection of the environment was 
agreed. 

Accreditation and monitoring of mine action organisations  

Two IMAS were amended in 2015: 

 IMAS 07.30 on "Accreditation of mine action organisations" 

 IMAS 07.40 on "Monitoring of mine action organisations" 
 

These new editions recognise that the principles of quality management, including 
accreditation and monitoring should be applied to all activities undertaken in mine action, 
beyond clearance operations.   

EOD Competencies  

A new version of the IMAS 09.30 Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) was adopted.  

The revised standard: 

 Replaces EOD Level 4 by EOD Level 3plus 

 Clarifies qualifications for EOD Level 1, 2, 3 and 3plus  
 

Outreaching IMAS 

National Mine Action Standards 

Outreaching IMAS is instrumental in ensuring they are applied systematically and 
globally. In a number of countries, National Mine Action Standards (NMAS) are 
developed to customise the International Mine Action Standards (IMAS) to fit the 
environment and context of a particular country.  

In most cases, the NMAA delegates responsibility to the MAC to draft the NMAS, while 
retaining responsibility for their formal approval. 

The GICHD provides training and advice on the design and development of initial 
NMAS, or the review and revision of the existing ones. We have established a “global 
national standards baseline” in consultation with the national authorities of over 35 
countries. The baseline will help to measure progress in the development of NMAS by 
the national authorities. The GICHD plans to proactively engage with the national 
authorities and other stakeholders in the development and review of the NMAS in the 
coming years. As such, in 2016 it plans to: 

 Recruit an NMAS Advisor 

 Produce a guide to NMAS 

 Produce templates for the various NMAS 

 Support several countries in the development and/or review of their NMAS 
 

http://www.mineactionstandards.org/fileadmin/MAS/documents/imas-international-standards/english/series-07/IMAS-07-30-Ed3.pdf
http://www.mineactionstandards.org/fileadmin/MAS/documents/imas-international-standards/english/series-07/IMAS-07-40-Ed2.pdf
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IMAS Training  

In parallel to the development and review of national mine action standard, trainings on 
IMAS contribute to their implementation. In 2015, the GICHD organised four regional 
IMAS trainings: 

 In Lebanon, in Arabic, for participants of the MENA region 

 In Argentina, in Spanish for participants from the South American region 

 In Benin, in French, for participants from francophone countries 

 In Switzerland, in English, for national standards focal points  
 

Future developments 

IMAS have been downloaded 25’000 times in 2015 – an increase of 25%, mostly for 
developing national standards, SOPs, research, training and academic reasons. This 
indicates that IMAS are still relevant and useful to the community in providing clarity and 
guidance on mine action topics.  

Still, we are about to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the IMAS and it is time to reflect 
upon achievements so far and to consider the future of IMAS from a long term 
perspective. In June 1996, a week-long meeting was arranged by the United Nations 
and hosted by Denmark.  It was held in a conference centre on the outskirts of 
Copenhagen and it was attended by UN, NGO, national mine action representatives and 
donor government officials. A series of working groups were held and the aim was to 
develop a set of agreed standards for clearance. The standards were then finalized and 
issued in March 1997.  

What is the future of IMAS? The mine action sector has matured over the years and is 
now equipped with a solid standard framework. There are few sectors as regulated as 
mine action. Is there a need for new Standards? For further amendments? Well, this will 
depend on the evolution of mine action and its working context.  

In addition to potential new or amended IMAS, an increased focus should be placed in 
the future on outreaching them and ensuring a systematic and global implementation by 
all stakeholders.  

The articulation of IMAS with other set of standards such as the IATG for example 
should also deserve increased attention in the future. 

Thank you. 


