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AGENDA 

Mine Action Innovation Technical Group Meeting (MA ITG), 
27 March 25 

Introduction 
This pre-meeting information note has been prepared to support the upcoming meeting of the Mine 
Action Innovation Technical Group (MA ITG), which will be held via videoconference on 27 March 
2025 from 13:00 to 16:00 (CET).  

Participants are invited to read this note in advance of the meeting and prepare their contributions. 
We also welcome any additional points not covered here but which are relevant to the broader 
discussion. 

 

Objective 
The MA ITG is envisioned as a collaborative and inclusive endeavor— by practitioners, for 
practitioners— that unite diverse stakeholders, including mine action organizations, national 
authorities, research and technology entities, academia, and other expert organizations. This 
platform aims to promote needs-based approaches, map technological advancements, and foster 
further coordination and collaboration in support of successful innovation in the mine action sector. 

It is envisioned as a collaborative and inclusive endeavor, by practitioners and for practitioners. 

The main objectives of the meeting are to: 

• Discuss the ITG workplan for 2025 

• Discuss the agenda for the Innovation Conference 2025 

• Discuss the outline of the GICHD Innovation Award 

• Share updates on robotics-related projects. 

 

Sharing of information 

The ITG meetings also provide an opportunity to share updates on current or planned research and 
innovation activities. By openly discussing challenges, opportunities, and solutions, participants can 
align their efforts, avoid duplication, and identify areas for synergy.  

If you would like to request a slot during the Sharing of Information section of the meeting, please 
contact Boris Ohanyan (b.ohanyan@gichd.org).  
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MA ITG meeting agenda (27 March 25) 

Time  Activity and Topic  Who 

OPENING (10 mins) 

13:00-13:10 Opening remarks (status of action items & agenda) Co-Chairs 

SHARING OF INFORMATION – ROBOTICS IN MINE ACTION (1h 40 mins) 

13:10-14:50 SubSphere Corporation – robotic excavator Shahab 
Moeini 

Humanitarian Engineering Programme – University of 
Twente (Netherlands): robotic excavator project 

University of 
Twente 

The HALO Trust R&D activities with robotics Matt 
Abercrombie 

Royal Military Academy (RMA) of Belgium – Perception 
R&D 

Rob 
Haelterman 

University of Strathclyde, Glasgow – Quantum Technologies 
in Magnetometers 

Stirling 
Scholes 

14:50-15:00 Coffee Break  

WORKPLAN 2025 (45 mins) 

15:00-15:45 Discussing the draft workplan All 

Innovation Conference 2025 All 

Innovation Award All 

WRAP UP (15 mins) 

15:45-16:00 AOB All 

Wrap up and way ahead Co-Chairs 

 

Coordination instructions: 

• An outlook invitation with the Teams Meeting Link and ID has been sent to the participants. 
You can also find the details here: Join the meeting now, Meeting ID: 346 651 554 707, 
Passcode: sv7bn3Gt. 

• Connection check: the session will be open 10 minutes before the scheduled starting time 
to allow participants to connect and make a communications check.  

• Please insert your identification when joining the session in the following format:       LAST 
NAME_FIRST NAME_ORGANIZATION 

• Please make sure to: 
o Keep the cameras turned on (particularly when speaking). 
o Keep microphones muted when not speaking. 
o Use the raise the hand button to ask for the floor – a moderator will give you the 

floor on the first opportunity.  
o Be mindful of the time constraints of a meeting with a large audience and adhere to 

allotted speaking times. 
o Explore the chat function for questions and/or to provide feedback. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YmFlMTcwMGYtNWVlOC00N2RkLTk3NDYtMGU3Yjk2YWJkNTEx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22aff92601-0975-473e-94e0-e0c36afcb9ea%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22b2ae4454-6256-4b21-a6e8-75ebf4935fc8%22%7d

