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THE IMPACT OF EXPLOSIVE HAZARDS

Explosive hazards have a significant impact on human security both during and after
conflicts. In over 60 countries and territories, mines, cluster munitions, explosive
remnants of war and poorly managed ammunition stockpiles injure and kill thousands
of people every year. Access to livelihood assets, reconstruction and development
are significantly impeded by these indiscriminate threats.
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The Geneva International Centre for
Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) is an
expert organisation working to reduce
the impact of mines, cluster munitions
and other explosive hazards, in close
partnership with mine action organisa-
tions and other human security actors.

We support the ultimate goals of mine
action: saving lives, returning land to pro-
ductive use and promoting development.

Based at the Maison de la paix in Geneva,
the GICHD employs around 55 staff
members from over 15 different nations.
This makes the GICHD a unique and inter-
national centre of mine action expertise
and knowledge.

Our work is made possible by core
contributions, project funding and in-kind
support from more than 20 governments
and organisations.




WHAT WE DO

The GICHD supports national authorities, international and regional organisations
and NGOs in their efforts to improve the relevance, performance and sustainability
of mine action.

Our advisors visit approximately 50 countries each year and offer remote support,
enabling them to tackle explosive hazard contamination safely, effectively and
efficiently.

By bringing together experts and practitioners, gathering and sharing knowledge,

the GICHD acts as a central reference point in mine action. We promote dialogue
between affected countries in local languages, fostering regional cooperation.

KNOWLEDGE NORMS

AND RESEARCH

Furthering expertise, methods
and good practice; developing
innovative tools and
technologies

AND STANDARDS
Promoting instruments of
international law, norms and
standards as well as
evidence-based policies

CAPACITY
DEVELOPMENT
Providing advisory services
and training on all aspects of
mine action — institutional,
strategic, managerial
and operational




RISK MANAGEMENT

The GICHD works to increase the operational efficiency and effective-
ness of mine action. We provide advice and share good practice to
help ensure safe, fast and targeted release of land and waters.

We focus on strengthening national capacities to enable greater
ownership of operations and to confront long-term residual
contamination, in line with national and global strategic priorities.

Our training portfolio includes:
v land release: survey, detection and clearance methods and tools

v stockpile destruction, explosive ordnance disposal and
ammunition safety management

|

strategic planning and resource mobilisation

¥ management of residual contamination

|

contracting, insurance and liability




th INFORMATION MANAGEMENT

The GICHD works to enable its mine action partners to leverage quality
information for evidence-based, accountable and efficient decision
making. Information management involves the collection, analysis
and timely provision of information to support survey and clearance
operations.

Our Information Management System for Mine Action (IMSMA) provides
a common framework for the development and implementation of
inter-related tools. These include mobile data collection, data storage
and validation, data analysis and Geographic Information Systems.

Our support focuses on:
v capacity development: assessments, workplans and training

v technical development: tools and user support

v normative guidance: good practice and policy briefs




MINE ACTION STANDARDS

The GICHD is mandated by the United Nations to act as the Secretariat
of the International Mine Action Standards (IMAS).

The IMAS, Technical Notes and Test and Evaluation Protocols provide
guidance on improving safety and efficiency and ensuring quality in
mine action. They help national authorities to develop National Mine
Action Standards and mine action organisations to develop Standard
Operating Procedures.

In addition to developing, reviewing and promoting the IMAS and
associated documents, we provide expert advice on:

v application of the IMAS and associated documents
¥ national mine action legislation

¥ national mine action standards

v quality management, monitoring and evaluation




POLICY AND
INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

The GICHD works for mine action that is fully integrated into broader
human security efforts. We promote evidence-based policies and
foster linkages between mine action and security, development,
peace mediation, land rights and environmental concerns.

The GICHD supports the development and implementation of relevant
instruments of international law by:

¥ hosting and collaborating with the Implementation Support Units
of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention and the Convention
on Cluster Munitions

v providing States Parties with technical advice and information to
fulfil their obligations and reach their completion targets

v facilitating international meetings and addressing the mine action
community on key issues as an observer to these conventions
and to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons
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