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Madam President, 

Allow me first to thank the panellists for their valuable contributions. We greatly welcome this 

session’s focus on cooperation and assistance, which are central to support States Parties’ 

implementation efforts.  

We also welcome the approach taken in this discussion, which reflects the recognition in the 

Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan that effective implementation relies on a range of 

complementary approaches.  

Indeed, in a context of increasing needs and constrained resources, cooperation and 

assistance are not only about funding. They also involve sharing knowledge, good practices 

and lessons learned, helping to ensure that expertise developed in one context can benefit 

others facing similar challenges. 

Since 2011, the GICHD’s Regional Cooperation Programmes have sought to contribute to 

these efforts by facilitating regional dialogue and peer exchange, promoting internationally 

recognised good practices, and supporting their adaptation to specific regional contexts. 

Earlier this year, through our Francophone Regional Cooperation Programme, the Centre 

organised a Training of Trainers for Explosive Ordnance Risk Education practitioners in 

Benin. Attended by representatives from eight affected States Parties in West Africa and the 

Sahel, the activity forms part of a longer-term process that includes an initial 2025 regional 

training and follow-up technical support over the coming months. The objective is to 

strengthen individual expertise, but also to enable participants to transfer knowledge within 

their own institutions, contributing to sustainable national capacities and localisation efforts. 

Exchange visits among mine action centres and authorities are another valuable practical 

tool to promote peer learning and cooperation and ultimately strengthening national 

capacities and ownership. In this regard, we encourage States Parties to make full use of the 

opportunity offered by the Cooperation and Assistance Fund established by the Nineteenth 

Meeting of the States Parties. 
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Madam President, 

While cooperation extends beyond financial assistance, adequate and predictable funding 

remains indispensable. 

International funding tends follow the latest emergency, while States dealing with legacy 

contamination often struggle to attract sufficient financial support, particularly where mine 

action is not linked to broader foreign policy priorities. We therefore welcome ongoing 

discussions on the possible establishment of a Voluntary Trust Fund to support Article 5 

completion.  

At the same time, we need to continue exploring approaches that complement traditional 

funding mechanisms and help diversify the sector's resource base. 

In 2025 the GICHD established an Innovative Finance Secretariat with the support of the 

United Kingdom, the Netherlands and the European Commission. The Secretariat is 

exploring financing approaches that can complement traditional funding channels, including 

blended finance solutions. 

Finally, while the clearance of mined areas is a core obligation of the Convention, it is certainly 

not the only one. We therefore encourage all States in a position to do so to continue 

supporting victim assistance and risk education, which remain essential to assisting victims 

and preventing future casualties. 

Madam President, 

Supporting States Parties in fulfilling their obligations under the Convention is not simply an 

act of solidarity. It is a shared responsibility and investment in the Convention's humanitarian 

objectives. 

The GICHD remains fully committed to playing its part in support of these objectives. 

Thank you. 

 


