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Madam President,

The GICHD welcomes the focus of this session on sustaining victim assistance through stronger
national systems and inclusive policies. We fully support the commitments contained in the Siem
Reap—Angkor Action Plan in this regard, and the recognition that victim assistance can only be
sustainable when it is integrated into broader national service delivery frameworks including the
health, social protection, education, and development sectors.

An integrated approach to victim assistance is essential. As reflected in the principles of IMAS
13.10 on Victim Assistance, the needs and rights of survivors and indirect victims cannot and
should not be addressed through mine action efforts alone. Effective victim assistance requires
coordination across sectors and institutions, meaningful engagement of survivors and their
representative organisations, and alignment with national commitments under the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Strong national ownership, supported by clear focal points
and inter-ministerial cooperation, is critical to ensuring that survivors and indirect victims are not
left behind.

The GICHD promotes the integrated approach to victim assistance through our support to mine-
affected states including on strategic planning, information management, national mine action
standards, and many other areas. We have also mainstreamed victim assistance materials across
our training packages. IMAS 13.10 is the guiding document to inform our advice to national mine
action authorities and centres in this regard, which has been a useful tool in explaining the
importance of a cross-sectoral approach to victim assistance. For example, GICHD supported the
Syrian National Mine Action Centre earlier this year to align its victim assistance commitments in
Syria draft mine action strategy with IMAS 13.10 including establishing coordination and referral
mechanisms.

At the same time, we remain concerned by the persistent underfunding of victim assistance when
compared with the needs. Despite being a core pillar of the Convention, victim assistance
continues to receive insufficient and often inconsistent funding. Sustainable progress requires
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long-term investment in national casualty monitoring systems, referral systems and a scaling-up
of service delivery across the board, rather than short-term project-based support.

We also wish to emphasise the importance of gender, diversity, and inclusion in all victim
assistance efforts. Survivors and indirect victims are not a homogeneous group, and barriers to
accessing services differ significantly based on gender, age, pre-existing and post-accident
disabilities, geographic location, and other factors. Policies and programmes must therefore be
designed making use of sex, age, and disability disaggregated data and informed by the
meaningful participation of survivors, indirect victims and their representative organisations.
GICHD works to promote these practices as well as disability inclusion in mine action activities in
general via advice given through thematic gender and diversity assessments in countries such as
Cambodia, Lebanon, Ukraine, and Vietnam.

Thank you, Madam President.



