
INTRODUCTION

Mine action has traditionally been seen as a humanitarian 

endeavour that focuses on releasing land to save life and 

limb.2 Although this remains the primary goal, broader 

positive impacts, such as social or economic dividends, have 

been increasingly acknowledged as an important result of 

mine action activities.3 Over the past decade, the sector has 

begun to recognize the potential of mine action to foster the 

conditions needed for sustainable development.

The present policy brief explores mine action through the 

lens of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Using a series of studies conducted by the GICHD, with 

key partners, in Angola,4 Bosnia and Herzegovina,5 the Lao 

People’s Democratic Republic,6 Cambodia,7 Colombia,8 Iraq,9 

Jordan,10 Somalia,11 and South Sudan,12 it demonstrates 

how reducing the threat of explosive ordnance (EO) creates 

the conditions essential for progress across many sectors. 

The policy brief gives concrete examples of such progress, 

underscores the importance of partnerships and innovation, 

and calls for a more integrated approach to mine action and 

sustainability to ensure the long-term relevance of mine 

action within the sustainable development framework. The 

unique position of mine action within the humanitarian-

development-peace nexus enables it to play a catalytic role, 

fostering safer communities, enabling access to land and 

resources, facilitating reconstruction and development, and 

promoting social cohesion in post-conflict settings. Through 

these efforts, mine action contributes directly to progress in 

achieving the SDGs.

However, to maximize these contributions, the sector must 

assess its broader effectiveness in addressing the long-term 

needs of affected communities, in addition to its focus on 

operational efficiency. The SDGs provide a results framework 

that enables the measurement of progress in social, 

economic, and environmental development. By aligning 

with this globally recognized framework, it is possible to 

demonstrate the relevance of mine action across multiple 

sectors and create a stronger case for sustained resources 

and broader cross-sectoral cooperation.

SUMMARY

This policy brief by the Geneva International Centre for 

Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) explores the evolving 

position of mine action, repositioning it from a primarily 

humanitarian activity to a critical enabler of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development.1 While the lifesaving aspect 

of mine action remains vital, mine action also contributes 

to broader development outcomes. The present policy 

brief highlights the linkages between mine action and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), showcasing how 

mine action contributes to the five thematic pillars of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: people, planet, 

prosperity, peace, and partnerships. The brief draws on case 

studies and research to demonstrate how activities such as 

land release, explosive ordnance risk education (EORE), and 

victim assistance create the safe environment and access 

needed for progress in areas such as poverty reduction, 

environmental preservation, economic growth, and 

peacebuilding. The brief concludes with recommendations 

for enhancing the integration of mine action and sustainable 

development objectives. These recommendations include 

demonstrating the impact of mine action with measurable 

outcomes, investing in multistakeholder and cross-sectoral 

partnerships, securing diversified and sustainable funding, 

and integrating mine action into national development 

frameworks aligned with the SDGs.
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted by the UN General Assembly in September 2015, is a universal 

call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and improve the lives of everyone, everywhere, with a commitment to 

leave no one behind as its overarching principle. It aims to guide countries and territories towards better lives and a better 

planet, outlining 17 Sustainable Development Goals to be achieved by 2030.13

THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

IN BRIEF 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is a global commitment, adopted in 2015 by all 
UN  Member States: States and territories design national sustainable development plans and monitor and 

report, through the voluntary national review process, at the annual High-level Political Forum on Sustainable 

Development, on their progress towards achieving the SDGs.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals: The SDGs 

are the results framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development with specific targets and indicators 

that go beyond poverty eradication to include peace, environmental conservation, and partnerships.

Collaboration is key: While States lead sustainable development efforts, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development also emphasizes the importance of collaboration with actors from the private sector, civil society, 

and the UN system in achieving the goals.14

People: This pillar aspires to equal and 

just living conditions for all, addressing 

poverty (SDG 1), hunger (SDG 2), health (SDG 3), 

education (SDG 4), and gender equality (SDG 5).

Planet: This pillar calls for the protection of 

the planet and its wildlife from degradation 

to ensure the wellbeing of present and 

future generations through clean water and 

sanitation  (SDG  6), responsible consumption 

and production  (SDG  12), and climate 

action  (SDG 13), and by addressing life below 

water (SDG 14) and life on land (SDG 15).

Prosperity: This pillar aims for a thriving and 

prosperous life for every individual and for 

economic, social, and technological progress 

to occur in harmony with nature, addressing 

energy  (SDG  7), decent work and economic 

growth  (SDG  8), industry, innovation and 

infrastructure  (SDG  9), inequality  (SDG  10), 

and the sustainability of cities and 

communities (SDG 11).

Partnership: This pillar focuses on strengthen-

ing means of implementation and revitalizing 

global partnerships (SDG 17).16

Peace: This pillar aims to foster peaceful, 

just, and inclusive societies, free from fear 

and violence  (SDG  16). In addition to being 

a goal, it is acknowledged that peace is an 

essential condition for achieving sustainable 

development overall.

THE FIVE Ps: THEMATIC PILLARS OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

The 17 SDGs are grouped under five thematic pillars: people, planet, prosperity, peace, and partnership. Taken together, 

these pillars offer a holistic vision of sustainable development, covering areas of critical importance for humanity and the 

planet. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes that the SDGs are “integrated and indivisible”,15 and 

that progress in one pillar can affect progress in others. 



notes its contribution “in a number of other areas, including 

advancing the achievement of the Sustainable Development 

Goals, the promotion of international peace and security, 

human rights and international humanitarian law”.19

The Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan builds on the Oslo Action 

Plan, adopting a broader understanding of mine action as 

a crucial element in addressing overlapping vulnerabilities 

in mine-affected communities. The new plan extends 

the scope of integration of mine action with other global 

efforts, advocating its alignment not only with humanitarian, 

development, and protection efforts but also with those related 

to health, climate resilience, environmental sustainability, and 

disaster risk reduction.

The integration of mine action into broader development 

frameworks is also reflected in the way in which some 

national mine action authorities operate. Although national 

mine action authorities are often located within ministries 

that focus primarily on defence or interior affairs, some 

countries have embedded their mine action authorities within 

ministries dealing with social or economic development. 

In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, for example, the 

National Regulatory Authority for the Unexploded Ordnance 

LINKAGES BETWEEN MINE ACTION AND 
THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

While the 2030 Agenda does not refer to mine action explicitly, 

the mine action sector plays a vital role in enabling progress 

towards achievement of many of the SDGs. By reducing risks 

stemming from EO contamination, activities like land release, 

EORE, and victim assistance help create a safer environment 

for affected communities. Mine action removes physical 

barriers to the enjoyment of rights and services and creates 

the conditions necessary for communities to rebuild and to 

thrive. From ensuring safe access to land for agriculture and 

infrastructure to facilitating mobility to essential services 

like schools and hospitals, mine action fosters sustainable 

development across multiple sectors.

References to the multidimensional impact of mine action are 

included in the latest action plans under the Convention on the 

Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production, and Transfer 

of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Anti-

Personnel Mine Ban Convention), including in the recently 

adopted Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plan 2025–2029,17 and 

the Convention on Cluster Munitions. Under the 2019 Oslo 

Action Plan of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, 

mine action is recognized as a “key enabler for development, 

humanitarian action, peace and security”,18 while the 2021 

Lausanne Action Plan of the Convention on Cluster Munitions 
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(UXO)/Mine Action Sector falls under the Ministry of Labour 

and Social Welfare, reflecting the country’s approach to 

addressing social and economic challenges through mine 

action.20 During the 2016 Summit of the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations, the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic adopted a unique, national SDG 18 (Lives safe from 

UXO), underscoring the country’s recognition of mine action 

as an integral component of its sustainable development 

agenda.21 This SDG aims, by 2030, to eliminate UXO 

casualties, clear contamination in areas that are the focus of 

development, and provide healthcare treatment and livelihood 

support to UXO survivors. Moreover, the strategy entitled 

“Safe Path Forward III” of the National Regulatory Authority 

for the UXO/Mine Action Sector integrates mine action and 

national development planning, aligning clearance activities 

with broader socioeconomic and environmental priorities, 

such as the enhancement of agricultural productivity and the 

improvement of community safety.22

Over the past five years, of the 55 countries that have 

submitted voluntary national reviews on progress in achieving 

the SDGs, a total of 13 countries have referred to mine action, 

with 6 of them explicitly highlighting its contributions to 

sustainable development. Like the Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic, Cambodia has added an eighteenth goal specifically 

dedicated to mine action and explosive remnants of war, 

thereby localizing the SDGs. This has driven significant 

progress, with annual clearance targets surpassed, the 

number of casualties reduced, and a programme called Mine-

Free Village implemented to improve livelihoods and support 

local economic development.23

CONTRIBUTION OF MINE ACTION TO 
THE 2030 AGENDA FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Pillar: People

Mine action is a people-centred endeavour. While the 

objective of mine action is to protect human life and dignity, 

the reduction of EO risks can also support social development 

and the enjoyment of basic human rights. In many contexts, 

the presence of EO is an inhibiting factor, restricting access 

to essential resources, limiting mobility, and constraining 

economic opportunities. Just the fear of EO  contamination 

can prevent individuals from using land, engaging in income-

generating activities, or accessing vital services, significantly 

affecting their ability to sustain livelihoods and improve 

their well-being. There is growing evidence of the enabling 

role that mine action can play in addressing challenges to 

income- and food-generating activities. For example, land 

release can open access to economic activities or natural 

resources (SDG 2,  Zero hunger) and victim assistance can 

enable EO victims/survivors24 to return to gainful employment 

(SDG 1, No poverty).

Similarly, mine action, particularly land release, restores access 

to essential services such healthcare (SDG 3, Good health and 

wellbeing) and education (SDG 4, Quality education) that were 

previously inaccessible owing to EO contamination. Victim 

assistance also plays a crucial role in ensuring that survivors 

can benefit from these services through the provision of 

emergency and rehabilitative support, and educational or 

vocational training to support the reintegration of EO victims, 

both survivors and their families. When gender considerations 

are integrated into victim assistance programmes, mine 

action can also help reduce gender-related disparities (SDG 

5, Gender equality) by ensuring equitable access to medical 

treatment, psychological support, and socioeconomic 

reintegration services.25

Pillar: Planet

The interplay between EO contamination, land release, and 

the environment is complex. EO  contamination presents a 

dual threat to the environment. It is a direct source of chemical 

pollution and the explosions can affect ecosystems and lead 

to biodiversity loss, soil degradation, and habitat disruption.26 

In addition, EO can indirectly contribute to environmental 

damage, as communities unable to access resources owing 

to the presence of EO may turn to unsustainable practices, 

including harmful EO removal methods like the burning of the 

undergrowth.27 At the same time, the process of EO removal 

can also have a negative environmental impact. Mechanical 

methods of detecting or detonating explosives, such as flails 

and tillers, may damage topsoil, particularly in sensitive 

habitats.28 

To mitigate any negative impact, environmental assessments 

should be integrated into mine action operations. As 

emphasized in International Mine Action Standard IMAS 

07.13 on environmental management and climate change in 

mine action, mine action actors are responsible for carrying 

out activities, including stockpile destruction, in ways that 

“mitigate adverse impacts on people, wildlife, vegetation and 

other aspects of the environment”.29 Indeed, the clearance of 

EO that is done in a way which minimizes the negative impact 

on the environment allows a return to sustainable livelihoods 

activities (SDG 12, Responsible consumption and production; 

SDG 13, Climate action).30 Recent GICHD studies, such as the 

above-mentioned studies in Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Cambodia, Colombia, 

Iraq, Jordan, Somalia, and South Sudan,31 as well as the 

study Mine Action and the Resilience of Communities to 

Climate Change,32 have highlighted the role of mine action in 

environmental restoration and climate resilience, facilitating 

projects related water infrastructure (SDG 6, Clean water and 

sanitation; SDG  14,  Life below water)33 and post-clearance 

reforestation (SDG 15, Life on land).34 



can enable the start or resumption of income-generating 

activities such as agriculture, trade, industry, and tourism 

(SDG 8, Decent work and economic growth). Although these 

activities may initially be localized, the scale of land release 

can have a broader economic impact at the regional and 

national levels. 

Mine action can also promote prosperity by enhancing local 

economic or employment capacities, including through 

targeted training and the employment of community members 

in land release, EORE, or victim assistance.43 In some cases, 

operators target marginalized or vulnerable groups such as 

women, people with disabilities, or ethnic minorities for these 

endeavours44 to support broader efforts towards community 

development or inclusion (SDG 10, Reduced inequalities).

Beyond economic activities, mine action can promote 

prosperity by enabling the development of new 

infrastructure and housing, and the creation of safe public 

spaces (SDG  9,  Industry, innovation and infrastructure; 

SDG  11,  Sustainable cities and communities). Public 

infrastructure gives people access to a range of essential 

services and can support the production of sustainable and 

green energy (SDG 7, Affordable and clean energy).

Pillar: Peace

In addition to reducing EO risks, mine action plays a critical 

role in fostering peace by strengthening systems, behaviour, 

and institutions that promote stability. The peace dimension 

of the 2030  Agenda for Sustainable Development goes 

beyond the reduction of all forms of violence and related 

deaths, also emphasizing the need to build peaceful, just, and 

inclusive societies in order to break cycles of conflict.45 As 

such, mine action has a significant role to play in supporting 

the sustainable development of affected communities and 

thus contributing to conflict reduction and post-conflict 

reconstruction and rehabilitation46 (SDG  16,  Peace, justice, 

and strong institutions). 

“In our turbulent world, mine action is a concrete 
step towards peace.” 

Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary-General, 201847

Mine action can directly contribute to peace by creating 

stable conditions for post-conflict recovery through support 

for employment, education, equality, and economic 

development outcomes. As stated in the preamble to the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, “there can be 

no sustainable development without peace and no peace 

without sustainable development”. Mine action operations 

can also help build capacity in the security sector, helping 

to ensure that security actors are just and well governed.48 

At a higher level, such operations build trust and confidence 

For example, the Government of Angola has been supporting 

the removal of landmines in protected areas around the 

Okavango Delta, a World Heritage Site of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

This project aligns with national efforts to protect biodiversity 

and promote conservation in the Okavango Basin. The 

clearance of minefields has enabled access to large fertile 

areas and critical watersheds, supporting both the restoration 

of ecosystems and sustainable land use.35 Through similar 

efforts in other contexts, mine action has fostered sustainable 

land-use practices, supporting climate adaptation and 

socioeconomic resilience (SDG 12, Responsible consumption 

and production; SDG  13,  Climate action).36 In addition, in 

Colombia, increased rates of deforestation, improvised road 

reconstruction, livestock farming, and the seizure of land, 

often through illegal or coercive means, posed serious threats 

to biodiversity and to stability and security. In response, mine 

action operators took action to link their clearance operations 

with efforts to protect and rehabilitate forest areas. The 

Brigada de Ingenieros de Desminado Humanitario undertook 

an initiative known as “Clearing the present, planting the 

future” (Desminando el Presente, Sembrando el Futuro) in the 

department of Antioquia. It aimed to rehabilitate land after 

clearance and release. Land release was therefore followed by 

the cleaning of water sources, the transformation of organic 

wastes into fertilizers, and the creation of forest nurseries 

that comprised 113,000 new trees, roughly equivalent to 204 

hectares of natural forest. According to stakeholder interviews 

in the Antioquia municipalities of Granada, San Carlos, 

and San Luis, the initiative contributed to the department’s 

environmental goals and enhanced the capacity of local 

populations to preserve their natural resources. The success 

of the project led to the creation of other nurseries known as 

“forests of peace” in surrounding municipalities.37

Pillar: Prosperity

Studies have highlighted a link between poverty and increased 

vulnerability to EO, with poorer communities often facing 

greater economic incentive to engage in risky behaviour.38 In 

Cambodia,39 for instance, the existence of a scrap metal trade 

increases the likelihood that poorer communities will forage 

for scrap metal from EO as a source of income and attempt to 

remove the explosive content.40 Similar incentives have also 

been observed in other contexts, such as Somalia, where 

individuals or communities walk through suspected hazardous 

areas for reasons of economic necessity. EO contamination 

critically restricts land use, exacerbates economic difficulties, 

and hinders income generating activities. While the presence 

of EO is rarely the only factor, there is a demonstrable 

correlation between the presence of EO contamination and 

poverty.41 EO may block access to critical infrastructure or 

access routes,42 and affected communities have described 

the stigma associated with living in contaminated areas. 

By releasing land back to communities, mine action efforts 



A whole-of-government approach can help, ensuring that 

mine action is recognized as a priority and that all stakeholders, 

including the national mine action authority, are included in 

strategic discussions and have access to relevant data.

Nevertheless, the potential of mine action to contribute 

meaningfully to sustainable development depends on there 

being sufficient and predictable financing. Despite its critical 

importance, funding for mine action represents only 0.4 per 

cent of total official development assistance.54 

During acute crises, mine action often receives an initial 

surge of funding, as donors prioritize its immediate life-saving 

benefits and its role in enabling humanitarian responses, such 

as the clearance of contaminated roads for the delivery of aid. 

These financial contributions typically decline, however, once 

stability is restored or the conflict ends, regardless of whether 

the EO contamination has been fully addressed. As a result, 

the response to legacy EO contamination often struggles for 

financing as donors prioritize post-conflict reconstruction, 

resilience, or long-term development. Shifting donor priorities 

and competing global needs exacerbate this funding volatility, 

posing risks to the planning and implementation of mine 

action programmes.

To address these challenges, there is a need for better 

leveraging of the link between mine action and sustainable 

development outcomes. With donors increasingly requiring 

evidence of this connection,55 it is indispensable for national 

authorities to understand and articulate how the impact of 

mine action has evolved. This will enable them not only to 

access diverse funding sources but also to move towards 

more sustainable and effective mine action operations.

CONCLUSION

The role of mine action as a key enabler of sustainable 

development is increasingly being documented and 

recognized across the sector. While still more can be done, 

there is evidence that opportunities to bolster sustainable 

development outcomes are being taken and there is growing 

interest in connecting mine action with the SDGs. New  

studies in the sector are expanding understanding of how  

mine action interacts with the socioeconomic and 

environmental context in which it takes place. These studies 

reveal that mine action, when it adopts integrated approaches 

and cross-sectoral efforts, can be crucial in enabling activities 

or capacities, reducing conflict, and improving recovery. 

These efforts, in turn, facilitate the achievement of sustainable 

development outcomes. 

 

in peace processes, helping increase the likelihood that 

peacebuilding or peace mediation processes will succeed.49 

A notable example is the Gestures of Peace (Gestos de Paz) 

initiative in Colombia, conducted by the Norwegian People’s 

Aid during the peace negotiations between the government 

and the armed group the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia – People’s Army (FARC-EP). Through this initiative, 

humanitarian demining pilot projects in heavily contaminated 

areas like El Orejón and Santa Helena brought together the 

government, the FARC-EP, and humanitarian organizations in 

joint clearance efforts. These projects not only facilitated land 

release but also served as a powerful confidence-building 

measure, reducing scepticism toward the peace process and 

fostering trust among stakeholders and the Colombian public.

Pillar: Partnerships

While the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

recognizes the importance of partnerships and cooperation 

for sustainable development, the mine action sector has 

at times been criticized for its siloed approach, working in 

isolation from other humanitarian, development, and peace 

efforts.50 There is evidence, however, that this is gradually 

changing, with increasing examples of mine action actors 

adopting integrated approaches and partnering with other 

sectors, including in post land release activities, victim 

assistance, and EORE.

The incorporation and strengthening of partnership 

approaches can ensure that mine action operations achieve 

broader outcomes through the leveraging of expertise from 

other fields. For instance, in Iraq in 2019–2020, a partnership 

between the Mines Advisory Group and the Norwegian 

Refugee Council saw experts from the Norwegian Refugee 

Council support the mainstreaming of processes related to 

housing, land and property rights into the land release and 

community liaison efforts of the Mines Advisory Group.51 

Other partnerships have enabled mine action to contribute 

to sustainable development outcomes in the fields of 

environmental conservation, justice, and educational training 

for EO victims.52 In turn, the involvement of mine action 

experts in national development planning and in regional 

peacebuilding processes have enabled success in those areas.

In addition to cross-sectoral partnerships, collaboration 

across different levels – local, national, regional, and 

international – is also essential.53 The success of an operation 

heavily depends on the local partners as they can provide 

critical historical information and contextual analysis of the 

specific needs of the different groups affected. In Somalia, 

for instance, operators worked closely with community 

elders to ensure the safety of their staff and foster community 

trust and acceptance. Collaboration at the national level, 

particularly between various parts of the government, is also 

essential for the sustainability of mine action operations.  



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTEGRATING 
MINE ACTION AND EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE 
THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Demonstrate the impact of mine action with 
measurable outcomes: Mine action must clearly articulate 

its broader impact. Strategic planning, monitoring, evaluation, 

accountability, and learning systems, and case studies can 

show the role of mine action in reducing poverty, improving 

education, promoting gender equality, and protecting the 

environment. This can then be used to secure ongoing 

support from donors and policymakers.

Invest in multi-stakeholder and cross-sectoral partner-
ships: Collaboration across sectors enhances the reach and 

effectiveness of mine action. Collaboration and partnerships 

at the local, national, and international levels ensure that mine 

action responses meet community needs and are informed 

by multidisciplinary knowledge and expertise.

Secure sustainable funding: Diversified and predictable 

funding is key. By linking mine action to the SDGs it may be 

easier attract donor interest, particularly in contexts of legacy 

EO contamination. The engagement of private sector actors 

and use of alternative funding mechanisms may help decrease 

reliance on traditional bilateral government donors.56

Integrate mine action into national development 
frameworks: As emphasized in the Lausanne, Oslo, and 

Siem Reap-Angkor Action Plans, the integration of mine 

action into national development frameworks is crucial for 

aligning mine action efforts with the SDGs. National mine 

action authorities should work within broader institutional 

mechanisms to ensure that their activities contribute to the 

achievement of broader development goals.
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